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This is the print version of the Skeptical Science article 'Mt. Kilimanjaro's ice loss is due to land use ', which can be found at http://sks.to/kilimanjaro.

Mt. Kilimanjaro and the global retreat of glaciers

What The Science Says:

Mount Kilimanjaro's shrinking glacier is complicated and not due to just global warming. However, this
does not mean the Earth is not warming. There is ample evidence that Earth's average temperature has
increased in the past 100 years and the decline of mid- and high-latitude glaciers is a major piece of
evidence.

Climate Myth: Mt. Kilimanjaro's ice loss is due to land use

‘Gore claims the snowcap atop Africa's Mt. Kilimanjaro is shrinking and that global warming is to blame.
Yet according to the November 2003 issue of Nature magazine, "Although it's tempting to blame the ice
loss on global warming, researchers think deforestation of the mountain's foothills is the more likely
culprit. Without the forests' humidity, previously moisture-laden winds blew dry. No longer replenished
with water, the ice is evaporating in the strong equatorial sunshine." (James Taylor)

Indeed deforestation seems to be causing Mount Kilimanjaro's shrinking glacier so Gore got this wrong. But
Philip Mote, author of the study in Nature, puts it in perspective: "The fact that the loss of ice on Mount
Kilimanjaro cannot be used as proof of global warming does not mean that the Earth is not warming. There is
ample and conclusive evidence that Earth's average temperature has increased in the past 100 years, and
the decline of mid- and high-latitude glaciers is a major piece of evidence."
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Skeptical Science explains the science of global warming and examines climate
misinformation through the lens of peer-reviewed research. The website won the Australian
Museum 2011 Eureka Prize for the Advancement of Climate Change Knowledge. Members
of the Skeptical Science team have authored peer-reviewed papers, a college textbook on
climate change and the book Climate Change Denial: Heads in the Sand. Skeptical Science
content has been used in university courses, textbooks, government reports on climate
change, television documentaries and numerous books.
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