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What is methane's contribution to global
warming?

What The Science Says:
Methane plays a minor role in global warming but could get much worse if permafrost

starts to melt.

Climate Myth: It's methane

"A United Nations report has identified the world's rapidly growing herds of cattle as the
greatest threat to the climate, forests and wildlife. ...

...Livestock are responsible for 18 per cent of the greenhouse gases that cause global
warming, more than cars, planes and all other forms of transport put together.

Burning fuel to produce fertiliser to grow feed, to produce meat and to transport it - and
clearing vegetation for grazing - produces 9 per cent of all emissions of carbon dioxide, the
most common greenhouse gas. And their wind and manure emit more than one third of
emissions of another, methane, which warms the world 20 times faster than carbon dioxide."

(Geoffrey Lean)
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Skeptical Science explains the science of global warming and examines
climate misinformation through the lens of peer-reviewed research. The
website won the Australian Museum 2011 Eureka Prize for the Advancement
of Climate Change Knowledge. Members of the Skeptical Science team have
authored peer-reviewed papers, a college textbook on climate change and
the book Climate Change Denial: Heads in the Sand. Skeptical Science
content has been used in university courses, textbooks, government reports
on climate change, television documentaries and numerous books.
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