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Tree-ring proxies and the divergence
problem

What The Science Says:
This is a detail that is complex, local, and irrelevant to the observed global warming
trend.

Climate Myth: Tree-rings diverge from temperature after 1960
Actual reconstructions "diverge" from the instrumental series in the last part of 20th
century. For instance, in the original hockey stick (ending 1980) the last 30-40 years of
data points slightly downwards. In order to smooth those time series one needs to "pad"
the series beyond the end time, and no matter what method one uses, this leads to a
smoothed graph pointing downwards in the end whereas the smoothed instrumental
series is pointing upwards — a divergence (Climate Audit).

Skeptical Science explains the science of global warming and examines
climate mis information through the lens of peer-reviewed research. The
website won the Australian Museum 2011 Eureka Prize for the Advancement
of Climate Change Knowledge. Members of the Skeptical Science team have
authored peer-reviewed papers, a college textbook on climate change and
the book Climate Change Denial: Heads in the Sand. Skeptical Science
content has been used in univers ity courses, textbooks, government reports
on climate change, televis ion documentaries and numerous books.
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